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none of them will be so foolish as to set up a completely
separate defence when without loss of freedom it can rely
on the protection of the British fleet. It is unlikely that
Britain will forget the lesson it has learnt after the
separation of U. S. A. The increasing association of the
Dominions and India in all matters concerning the
Empire as a whole precludes all possibility of the crea-
tion of circumstances which might compel the Dominions
to go out of the Empire. As was pointed out by
the right Hon'ble Joseph Chamberlain, in his speech
at the first meeting of the Colonial Conference of 1897, the
bond of sentiment that unites the members of the Empire is
really great and when it is coupled with the material advan-
tages derived from that union there seems to be little ground
for apprehending a rupture in the future.* Recent develop-
ments in the Imperial policy of Britain go to suggest that
before any Dominion is driven to the extreme step of going
out of the Empire all its requirements will be met by a
peaceful settlement of the issues involved. The wave of
democracy that is rising day by day has inspired all relations
with the Dominions which have acquired and are acquiring
all that is necessary for complete domestic autonomy. The
question, therefore, whether the Empire will split up into
parts may safely be answered in the negative.
What then shall be the future composition of the
Empire ? The history of the Colonial and Imperial Con-
ference affords ample material to go into this question deep
enough U> investigate the future developments likely to
occur. It was at the Colonial Conference of 1897 that the
question of Imperial federation was for the first time seri-
ously raised. The Secretary of State for the Colonies, Joseph
Chamberlain, in his opening speech remarked : " In this
country, at all events, I may truly say that the idea of
* Keith.  * Speeches and Docnmcnt-s on Colonial  Policy/ Vol. 11,
pp, 210,211, 228.